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Murdoch

Awarded
WRFC Life
Membership

November 2009

Rob Murdoch a

Life Member Anyone currently playing in the
M&Jb6s who began in
Age Group surely have some memory of the first .
News! time they stepped on the pitch to begin .. w
their Witney M&J career. Chances are o PP
Coaches Up- very strong that Rob Murdoch was there mlﬂ’
date! on that morning encouraging them on. a
Rob has devoted many days over the
Colts on to past 20 odd years in various capacities ~ and growing number of children we have
Round 3! for the M&Jbds. His tn@liayfﬁmoa'sghltalngjhhs, an
been that as figat ewamabparinthapsuccasse pthaughbe
NeWS, Scores’ as the person who each year works with has had several roles i from coach to
and More! a brand new group of 6 and 7 year olds  rep from U7 to U12 and Fixture Secre-
and their parents to create the next age  tary i over the years, his most well
group to move through the M&J ranks known by many today is perhaps that as
right up to Colts and then on to the Sen-  the perennial U7 Head Coach, the per-
iors. This not only involves introducing ~ Son welcoming the next new batch to
the game to the children and motivating ~ make their way through the club ranks.
them, but also encouraging their parents  Although he has had to hang up the
to get involved as coaches and reps, boots this season due to knee surgery,
creating the lifeblood of the M&J section. he still plays a very active roles as an
Rob has inspired countless parents over M&J Committee member and was voted
the years to volunteer (the author of this by his colleagues at the last meeting to
article amongst them 1 currently M&J fulfill the role of official M&J rep to the
O00n Toucho is a qurma@-pubu- Clubos mait n committee.
cation designed to facilitate Robés affiliation wibha WktheyMamger shipo
communication amongst the began nearly four decades ago, in 1970, very prestigious honour held by only 19
WRFC teams and groups. Al when he joined as a player. Hewasa members before RobO6s aprg

contributions, including photo-
graphs are welcomed! Please
email to: john.tripp@zen.co.uk

regular on the 2™ XV. Mini rugby was This is the first time ever a person with
started at Witney RFC in 1983, and it predominantly M&J affiliation has been

You can also view it on our
website at: http://

www.witneyrfc.co.uk/ - select
OMinis and Juni g
hand column.

heavily involved in all aspects of the pleasure to have the opportunity to re-
M&J organi zati on. fwardsameong whmeamgverso mushe
days when there were only a dozen or to the club over a number of years, and
so Childfen WHF two 8idds at the end of  this could not go to a more deserving

sation. fiThat 6s a €ramp, WRFG Clyb Claitman. h e

was not long after that that Rob became awar ded Life Membership.

the pitcho recalls R8bsPhR thatcBRab Mohndeeh.
350+



Age Group and Team Roundup

The Under
been blessed by
having 11 new play-
ers turn up this sea-
son! But the biggest challenge
hasnét been gett
speed on some of the basics, its
been trying to find nicknames for
all of them. We have two new
Daniels (Webb and Lewis) to add
to the one we already had
(Weston); two new James
(Thrussell and Turvey) to add to
the one we already had (Phillips)
and two new Jacks (Smith and
Johns) Then ther
(Burns) giving us now three Toms
(Davies and Matthews). Add all of
this to the fact that we already had
two Callums (Langton and
Hampson) and two Benjamins
(Lamb and Whitfield) 7 you can
imagine the confusion on the
pitch! And just last week we had
an enquiry from another mom who
wanted to bring her son along for
atry. His name? You guessed it
iDani el ! So if
the U9 pitch on a Sunday morning

and want to grab
tention, just sh
youdre bound to

A big welcome to other newcom-
ers Luke Curtis, Elliot Swancaott,
Jenni Manning, and John Buxton.

So far this season
the under 14s have
played 3 matches:
The first game was
a 24-0 home win against Grove.
The second game was 17-17
draw away at Reading Abbey, and
the third was a 5-14 away win at
Chinnor

We welcomed some new faces
this year - Tom Cross, Toby Dib-
ble (or AOfficer
known) and Callum Stevenson.
We hope they are enjoying their
time with us.

Future fixtures include Abingdon
at home 15" Nov and Bicester at

5 Mg as 15

home in the county cup on the

¢ vfche Under
U 17 have recently lost
their first two league

matches, but both
by very close scores. On 4 Octo-
iber they pperedleague pay with
a very close 0 - 3 loss to Abing-
don. The next league match was
also a close loss to High Wy-
combe by a score of 57 15. The
following U17 players received
their 50 games tie: Rhys Fletcher;
Joe Goodings; Ryan Harris; Tho-
mas Lay; Alex Moore; Richard
Stevens; Sam Walker; Sam
d\V@alforta new Tom

The Wolves offi-
cially kicked off their
training on Sunday,
4 October, with
Head Coach and 1% XV player
Henry Lamb at the helm, ably as-
sisted by Linda Paul, team man-
ager. The group has steadily
grown in size over the weeks with

S|on and 6 alrea yreglstere

a?f{e l§ hgdﬁengge§ from
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%@t@amé sow %y u é"’ WI
ave some Ioc petition in
the near future. The team are
now preparing for some festival
play next spring.
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The Colts have been
(odo] W S very busy since their
National Cup win

over Marlow. On
Sunday 1 November they dropped
a hard-fought contest at Newbury
by a 3-30 score and a week later
took a league match from Grove
by 29-8. Congratulations to Jack
Birks who achieved his 100"
game on 1* November. Thom
Murton will also achieve that goal
by the end of this month! They
are away at Milton Keynes on the
15th of November and return
home for Round 3 of the National
cup on the 22nd.
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22" Nov and Stow away on the
29" of November.

The under 14s after their win away at Chinnor
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