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Our Newest Team Inaugurated:  

Welcome Witney òWolvesó 

WRFC M&Jôs own David Hughes was re-
cently selected to join a group of 35 U16 play-
ers from across England to attend a Summer 
Camp in Leeds in August.  
This group will be completing 
several more trials before the 
final England squad selection 
from this group, which 
should occur later this year or 
early next. 

The Henry Box School stu-
dent actually began his career 
as a U7 player at Chipping 
Norton RFC, but changed the 
following year to Witney and 
has remained since.  In recent 
years David has been selected 
to the Oxfordshire County 
squad and has also been se-
lected to the London Wasps 
Academy.  It was at a tourna-
ment with the Wasps that David was noted by 
England and chosen for the Leeds Summer 
Camp.  David currently maintains an intense 
training program including two nights a week 

in Henley and three nights a week training 
locally in the gym at the Windrush Leisure 
Center.  Some of the additional cost associ-

ated with this regime has 
been met by a special ñSports 
Achievement Grantò from 
the West Oxfordshire Dis-
trict Council. 

Despite this rigorous train-
ing program, David still en-
joys playing club rugby for 
his home team whenever his 
schedule permits.  According 
to his teammates, David is a 
great inspiration to the team 
and a real morale booster 
and can usually be relied 
upon to open the scoring 
within a few minutes.  We 
are so proud of his achieve-
ment and wish him the very 

best in his pursuit! 

John Tripp 

David Hughes (U16) Chosen 

amongst òEngland Top 35ó 

On Thursday, 24 September, WRFC M&J 
welcomed the newest addition its family of 
teams, The ñWitney Wolvesò.   

The team is the brainchild of Ian and Linda 
Paul, who with their son James have recently 
attended tag rugby festivals for Inclusion 
teams.  Earlier this year they contacted WRFC 
M&J to enquire about establishing such an 
inclusion program at their local club.  The 
program has built since then, to include local 
kit sponsorship, and 10 payers attending the 
first training session on Sunday, 4 October!  
One of only a handful in the entire country, 
the program is designed to create opportuni-

ties for those with learning and other disabili-
ties to become club members, and train and 
compete against similar teams across the coun-
try in the ñtagò version of the sport.   

We have been very fortunate to have the assis-
tance of Carole Reynolds of the Rugby Inclu-
sion project to assist us.  She has been instru-
mental in setting up similar clubs across the 
UK.  We are also fortunate to have Henry 
Lamb as head coach, and both Ian and Linda 
as assistant coaches / team reps.  We canôt 
wait to see them play and cheer them on!  
They will be training on Sunday mornings  
starting Sunday, 4 October. 
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Age Group and Team Roundup  

Players ï 3 of last 
yearôs players have 
decided not to carry 
on, however we have 

3 new players all of whom show prom-
ise, and another ex-player returning next 
week, so our squad is up to 26.  Not 
quite enough to sustain two teams but 
we will be able to develop strength in 
depth as we move through the season, 
and will have good num-
bers available for 15-a-
side next year. 

Coaches ï Matt Delnevo 
remains as Head Coach.  
Weôve lost the services of 
Matt Watts however we 
welcome Mark Pummery 
(Pum) who is a L2 coach, 
joining Ian Binnian (Doc) and myself. 

Progress ï so far so good.  In our pre-
season event we took the opportunity to 
listen to them to find out what they 
wanted to do this season as individuals 
and as a team, and weôre trying to give 
them all the opportunity to try out dif-
ferent positions.  As we prepare for the 
Grove Festival many of the lads are be-
ginning to find their optimum posi-
tions, and weôre hoping to run a couple 
of short evening sessions to finalise the 

squad. Fixtures and events: 

We held a pre-season event at RAF Brize 
Norton on Tuesday 1st September.  A 
great day out for the squad - some team-
building activities with the RAF instruc-
tors, training exercises on the high 
ropes, an opportunity to talk to the 
coaches about the coming season, a 
barbecue, and a tour of a Boeing C-
17.  Picking up the team spirit where we 

left off on tour last year, 
this has given us a good 
lead in to the new sea-
son.  Thanks to Pum for 
organising it all, the RAF 
for hosting it, and the 
parents who helped with 
the BBQ.  Photos on the 
website (thanks to Chris 

Conway) 

We have also entered for the U12s Lan-
drover Cup to be held at Maidenhead 
on 12th December, which precedes a 
visit to a Wasps match in the afternoon, 
and are likely to enter the International 
Series 2-day event at Chichester in May 
as an end-of-season tour. 

Kit  ï we are adopting the new style 
shirts this season and are looking for-
ward to receiving them in a few weeksô 
time. (Phil Pinney) 

The Colts enjoyed 
their 1st win of the 
season 14-10 over 
High Wycombe in a 
pre-season friendly 

on Sunday, 13 September. 

Josh Rihan and Peter Dale collect their 
special ties in recognition of playing 50 
junior games after the game.  In addi-
tion the following where recognised at 
their club Dinner Jack Birks, Thom 
Murton, Jack Reynolds and James Har-
ris for completing 80 Junior games. 

The Colts were also victorious in their 
second friendly against Wallingford, 
winning 37-0!  (Trevor Murton) 

U12 COLTS

It has been a great 
start to the under 8's 
season with 17 of 
our "old" under 7's 
returning and a fur-

ther 9 new recruits so far. 

Fergus Mitchell is our Level 1 head 
coach and he is supported by 6 parental 
helpers , Rachael Kinniburgh, Johnny 
Sutton, Martin Hempstead, Dan 
Beechener, Steve Bright (when heôs not 
running marathons) and Louise Wight-
man (Age Representative and Level 1 
coach).  We are focusing our Under 8 
teams for the big Grove festival on Sun-
day 4th October.  The Under 8's have 
two good teams for Grove and we are 
spending time on our lines, our "V" 
formation, supporting other players, 
clean tagging and staying in 
touch.....watch this space to see how 
they did.....(Louise Wightman) 

The Under 6 and 
Under 7 squad is off 
to a great start with 
up to 25 children 
turning up for train-
ing throughout the 
first four weeks of 
September.  Head 

coach Iain Richards (RFU L1) has been 
assisted by several parent helpers over 
the first weeks, notably Ian Yates and 
John Blacker, to name only two.  A few 
other parents have also expressed inter-
est in assisting the squad throughout the 
season.   Parent Helpers and Assistant 
coaches are always welcomed! 

A big thanks to Rob Murdoch who has 
been fulfilling the role of age group rep 
so far.  We are still looking for an offi-
cial rep for the squad, with a couple of 
parents having already expressed inter-
est.  (John Tripp) 

gether but then break into U15ôs and 
U18ôs that has been highly successful! 
With girls ranging from 12 with no 

prior experience to 17 
year olds with County 
and Regional Experi-
ence it is very difficult 
to get them all devel-
oping, but now num-
bers allow it, itôs fan-
tastic! 

With the Cherubs we 
now have playing 

match shirts, brand new balls and we 
will be getting team training tops soon!  
(Ant Webb) 

Since the summer 
we have been train-
ing hard on Wednes-
day evenings, and 
many new girls have 
been turning up.  I 
have been fortunate 
to have Rob Finlay-

son volunteer to help out.  He has been 
brilliant with the girls and he mainly 
does the U15ôs. I am 
now officially an 
U18ôs County Coach, 
planning sessions and 
taking them!   Now 
that we have the larg-
est squad in the 
county, we have more 
weight so other teams 
are coming to us!  
This is fantastic con-
sidering we had less than 5 players at pre 
season training. 

We are also now able to warm up to-

CHERUBS

U15

CHERUBS

U18



 

Andrew Merriman  (U14 Head 
Coach) has been appointed 
ñCoaching Coordinatorò  for 
WRFC M&Jôs.  All coaches 
should feel free to contact him for 
any questions concerning RFU 
training or coaching various as-
pects of the game.  He is also 
developing a ñcoaching poolò  to 
help coaches share coaching 
ideas and practices.  

Congratulations to Louise Wight-
man  (U8 Rep/Coach) who has 
recently passed her RFU Level 1 
coaching Certificate.  Louise 
could well be WRFC M&Jôs very 
first ñLevel 1 Mumò.  She will be 
joined shortly by Rachael Kinni-
burgh , (U8 parent) who is cur-
rently enrolled to complete her 
course in October.  Well done! 

Welcome back to Gary Morris 
(L2), who has coached many 
teams at WRFC throughout his 
coaching career.  He is a Level 2 
coach and was most recently 
coaching at Grove.  Gary has 
joined the U9 squad this season 
and has been very instrumental in 
moving that group from tag to 
contact.  We also welcome Mark 
Pummery  (L2) to the U12 coach-
ing squad!   

Mary Drew (L2) and Anthony 
Webb  take the reigns coaching 
the Cherubs U15 and U18 after 
the departure of Ben Morris.  See 
the separate article on the Cher-
ubs for more on Anthonyôs back-
ground. 

Finally, Iain Richards  (RFU 
Level 1) has been named Head 
Coach of the U7 squad and Fer-
gus Mitchell  (RFU Level 1) has 
moved from assisting with the 
U10 squad to the Head position 
for this seasonôs U8 squad.  
Henry Lamb , Seniors 1

st
 XV has 

taken on the role of Head Coach 
for our newest team this season, 
The Witney ñWolvesò. 

At itôs July, 2009 meeting, the M&J 
committee approved a new shirt and 
introduction policy as presented by a 
subcommittee working on the matter.  
Carole Harris, kit shop manager and 
chair of the sub-committee was very 
instru-
mental in 
working 
with sup-
pliers to 
come up 
with a 
new de-
sign, 
shown 
here.  The 
commit-
tee de-
bated 
several aspects of the new design and 
how to implement the new shirts across 
the club.  A survey earlier in the summer 
revealed widespread support amongst 
Junior teams for changing to a more 
modern design. 

As the committee was very concerned 
about additional financial burden to 
parents and players, it adopted a policy 
of allowing teams two seasons to make 
the conversion to the new style shirt.  

All WRFC M&J teams are expected to 
adopt the new shirt as of September, 
2011. This allows teams to work on an 
individual basis and seek sponsorship or 
raise funding so that all players can 
adopt the new shirt at the same time as 

a team, 
and 
when 
they 
deem it 
appropri-
ate.  The 
policy 
does 
require 
all teams 
to wear 
only the 

new or the old (never a mixture of the 
two) for playing matches, and not in-
clude sponsorôs names on playing shirts.  
There is a new collection of waterproof 
training tops available at the Kit Shop 
upon which teams can include a spon-
sorôs name.  For further information or 
for knowing when your team will be 
making the change to the new style 
shirt, please see your team Rep . 

John Tripp 

Committee Adopts New 

Shirts for M&Jõs 
COACHEõS 

CORNER  

Check your email in-boxes for an impor-
tant email survey concerning how the 
M&Jôs provide after-match food.  In-
creasing costs have forced the committee 
to consider its policy on the provision of 
hot dogs for minis and plated meals for 
juniors after matches.  We will be poll-
ing you for your opinion on the matter 
and for any good ideas!  

Witney RFC are proud, yet again to be 
putting on a quality Firework display 
and Bonfire party. The event will take 
place at the Hailey Road ground on 
Sunday 8th November. This year looks 
like being one of the best ever! We will 
have a BBQ serving Hot dogs and Beef 
Burgers as well as a Hog Roast. 

Weôll also have Candy floss and fair-
ground rides to amuse the kids, in addi-
tion to a a team of Fire Eaters . 

BRIEFLY: Food, Fireworks, Festivals, and Fun!  

The club is open all day and the BBQ 
will be going from 4 o'clock.Best dressed 
guy competition 6 O. Bonfire to be lit at 
6.30pm - Fireworks will be lit from 
7.30pm. Stay on after the fireworks and 
enjoy a pint and a catch up with friends. 
Bring the family, tell your friends, 
spread the word. 

A subcommittee of the M&J committee 
will be meeting on Tuesday, 13 October 
to discuss the prospect of WRFC host-
ing a mini or junior festival next sea-
son.  Any interested coaches, reps or 
parents are welcomed to attend on Tues-
day, 13 October at 20:00 in the club-
house. 

FUN: our next M&J committee meet-
ing is on Wednesday evening, 4 No-
vember, at 20:00 in the jubilee bar in 
the clubhouse.  All age group and 
team reps are welcomed to attend! 



 

ents. The A team only lost 1 game out of 
4 games and that was to Bicester in the 
1st game and 10 O'clock and they lost 2 
tries to 1 They had some very big players 
which trundled there way through to 
score, and went on to win it overall. 

The boys put everything into every 
match and showed some real class and 
potential. 

The B team played some truly fantastic 
running rugby which was enjoyed by all 
who watched them. All the 13 players 
played their part and shone on the day. 

We won 
our 1st 2 
matches 
and having 
already 
qualified 
before our 
last match 
with Oxford 
we knew we 
would play 
them twice. 

We played the pool match and lost 1 try 
to nil,  but then went on and won the 
final 1 try to nil. 

It was nothing more than the team de-
served and Grove will be forwarding on 
the trophy in due course. 

 U11: For Team A, everybody did really 
well, winning 4 from 5 games with a 
narrow defeat to a closely fought tussle 
with Farringdon. Ali G scored 3 
tries, backed up with efforts from Owen, 
Aaron, George S and Leo. The biggest 
victory came against Wallingford B..  

In a strange scheduling twist, Team B 
definitely had the tougher draw as it 
found itself in a pool of A teams, includ-
ing not only the County Champions 
Wallingford A but also Bicester A, Ab-
ingdon and hosts Grove. We lost 3 
games by one score and took Walling-
ford to the final play of the game before 
they closed out. In context, in one game 
Wallingford played in, it was all over a 
minute into the second half as the maxi-
mum 6 tries had been scored. 

U12: The U12ôs did very well on the 
day, winning 3 matches out of 5, making 
it to the ñRunnerôs Upò match (for third 
and fourth place) narrowly losing to 
place 4th in the tournament overall!  

The WRFC Minis groups all had a great 
day out at Grove, with some very en-
couraging results so early in the season.  
A short summary is as follows: 

U7:  With all new players, the U7ôs 
turned up with just enough to field two 
squads for the Grove festival.  Both 
teams fared very well in their respective 
sections of the tournament, especially 
since it was the first match for many of 
them! Overall won 2, drew 1, and lost 2. 

U8: The Blues  found themselves in a 
very strong group of 4 teams (Oxford, 
Gosford, 
Grove and 
Witney). 
They came 
3rd having 
beaten 
Grove (7-
4) , drawn 
with Gos-
ford (6-6; 
who we so 
nearly 
beat?!) and lost to Oxford (5-3), and 
narrowly missed the play-off when Gos-
ford managed to draw with Oxford.  

The Tangos  managed the runner up 
(2nd) place in their Group  of seven 
teams which was excellent ï managing 
to 1 x win, 3 x draws and 1 x loss. So 
with a great effort by the children, great 
parental support, both coaching and 
supporting, we are looking forward to a 
great season! 

U9:  In their first ever contact matches, 
the U9ôs did extremely well.  The A 
team reached the semi-final only to lose 
to the hosts Grove, but that was after 
some excellent pool matches against 
Wallingford and Abingdon.  The first 
match was a hard-fought affair and a 1 
try loss to Wallingford.  After regroup-
ing, the team put on a wicked display 
and beat Abingdon 9 tries to 1.  Al-
though the B team lost all three 
matches, it was an amazing progression 
from the first match to the third.  As a 
group we had 28 players at Grove this 
year, compared to 18 last year and 8 as 
U7ôs.  It is great to have so many new 
players and they really progressed at the 
festival. 

U10: On the under 10's front. A great 
day was had by all the children and par-

Minis Shine at Grove Festival  
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